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        Jack Godfrey


I am well known in Norwich as a portrait artist, but I am more secretive about my plein air habit. Only my close friends and colleagues would know of my (often nighttime forays to gather inspiration)

When my son was very little I used to sneak out and grab an hour to myself. Drawing trees and streets at night, filling my sketch books with resources for paintings. As my confidence as a painter has grown these sketches and my passion for drawing outside in the elements have come in to their own and most days will now include painting by the waterside or developing sketches into more finished pieces. Its a bit of light relief from my portraits, and also trains my eye in a different way. To say its light relief is not to say that I find it easy, because it isn't. But I often think painting is a bit like fishing. You have to put the time in, simple as that. And then at a certain point and often suddenly or inperceptibly you mind seems to 'catch' what you are looking at: you are very much in the moment. Your vision is heightened and you see the subtle relationships of spaces - it's a very pleasurable experience. Although I dont always appreciate it when a passser by talks to me at this moment (!) it is all part of the process  - and being an advocate for painting and drawing has some importance to me.

I'm very keen to be involved in Paint out. I think I bring a slightly different take on the art of landscape painting. I'm  looking for an unconventional kind of beauty, something surprising. I'm excited by the challenge of portraying recognisable landmarks and perhaps finding a way of making some very ubiquitous and charismatic locations speak out loud in a new but also perhaps comfortingly familiar way. The paintings you see here mostly have quite a muted palette, but my work can also be very bold, with strong colour. 

I'm very much into the physical materials of paint and drawing. Its a mystery what creates this impulse to sit out in the elements and make smears of colour and pigment on a service, but the results are really all the explanation that is needed.  I like to work with pencil, charcoal, chalks, goache, oil pastels, and inks, and even collaged elements, whatever serves the needs of the picture.  Painting for me must be a search, and in the searching I discover my joy, and hopefully that comes through the work to the viewer.

I studied painting at at Wimbledon School of Art. I exhibit regularly and currently have three landscape paintings in an exhibition, in Granada in Spain, at La Conca Arts Centre (visit http://laconca-artsclub.com/ for more details)

 I have chosen to enter the Wells Paint Out because The Albatross is one of my favourite places in the world where I have spent many a happy day sketching and Ton's pancakes are a treat!

