
SUSAN ISAAC 

Growing up in Cardiff, I trained in fine art at Cardiff and 
Newport Art Colleges (1979-81), before studying design 
history at Brighton (1982-85) and industrial archaeology at 
Birmingham University (1985-86). I then worked as an 
illustrator and surveyor of historic buildings and landscapes 
(Lancaster University), and as a freelance illustrator and 
historic buildings surveyor (including historic building 
reviews for Cadw) - experiencing and recording remote and 
beautiful parts of Britain. I moved to Nottinghamshire in the 
1990s and returned to painting and sculpture full time at the 
turn of the millennium. 

A central theme in my paintings is a search for those 
particular characteristics that define British towns and 
countryside. I seek to convey this in a distinctive loose 
figurative style, drawing on my early fine art training whilst 
continuing to reflect influences from my time studying 
industrial landscapes and the built environment. 

I am represented by several galleries around the country, 
have had several solo exhibitions and taken part in group 
exhibitions as well as being selected for open exhibitions 
(see below for listings). My practice is a mixture of studio 
work and en plein air work. The latter has included being 
commissioned to paint a large nocturnal plein air piece 
during a hospitality event at the National Theatre in London 
in 2009, taking part in the Oxford Art Prize in 2015 and the 
Buxton Spa Prize this year. I have also demonstrated to art 
foundation students and other groups.  

My work has been selected for several open exhibitions and 
has won several awards including International Festival 
Choice in the Buxton Spa Prize Open Art Competition (2017), 

the Thoresby Open First Prize (2017), the 1851 Prize at the 
Oxford Open plein air competition (2015), the Wilson 
Browne prize at the Leicester Open26 Exhibition (2015) 



and the Winsor & Newton Award at Patchings in 2015. I 
have also twice been exhibition prize winner of the 
Thoresby Open Exhibition (2011 and jointly in 2015) and 
won the Tony Wilkinson prize as part of the Thoresby 
2011 open. 

I find the process of painting from life both exacting and 
exhilarating, a meditative process which demands the 
greatest attention to place and moment. To take part in the 
plein air event would combine working in a part of the 
country I have long enjoyed with an activity I love.  

UK galleries:  

Wren Gallery (Burford), Saffron Walden Gallery, Claremont Gallery 
(Sevenoaks), Bull Yard Gallery (Southwell), Customs House Gallery 
(Porthleven), Staithes Gallery. 

Solo exhibitions:  

Retford Hub (2017), Newfield Galleries in Newark (2015), O3 Gallery in 
Oxford (2013), Thoresby Gallery (2012 and shared in 2016), Spotlight 
Gallery in Newark (2007/2012), Bull Yard Gallery in Southwell 
(2006/2008), the Rainbow Gallery in Eastwood (2009), and the 
Wirksworth Heritage Centre (2009).  

Group exhibitions: 

Include: Bath Contemporary (2013), Rufford (2011, 2012, 2013, 2014), 
Thoresby Gallery (2011), O3 Gallery in Oxford (2011), Harding House 
Gallery in Lincoln (2005, 2006, 2007), Lady Bay Arts Festival (2015 and 

2016). 

Open Exhibitions & Awards:  

• Leicester and East Midlands Art Exhibition: Open26 (2015 – winner 
of Wilson Brown Prize), Open27 (2016), Open28 (2017). 

• Oxford Art Prize: plein air competition (2015 – winner of 1851 prize) 

• Artist & Leisure Painter Open Art Competition (2015 – winner of 
Winsor & Newton Award) 

• Harley Gallery Open Exhibitions (2012 & 2013). 

• Bath Prize Competition (2012). 

• Thoresby Gallery Open Exhibition (2011 – winner of exhibition 
prize & Tony Wilkinson Prize, 2012, 2015 - joint winner of 
exhibition prize). 


